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St. Patrick Honored ŀǘ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ on March 17

  

When we, the parishioners 

and ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ 
Reformed Episcopal Church 
in Montrose celebrate the 
life and legend of Saint 
Patrick on March 17, who do 
we honor? 

The man we now honor as 
Saint Patrick was British by 
birth, born about the year 
373. He was the son of a 
deacon and the grandson of 
a priest. His first trip to 

Ireland was as a slave, having 
been kidnapped by Irish 
pirates. He managed to 
escape his captors and 
eventually made his way 
back to England. He was then 
sent as bishop to Ireland 
around 435, where he set up 
his see in Armagh.  

He is remembered for his 
sincere simplicity and deep 
pastoral care for the Irish 
people and he worked 

tirelessly to abolish 
paganism.  

In artwork like this icon 
located in St. George 
Antiochian Orthodox Church 
in Oakland, Pennsylvania, he 
is often depicted with a 
shamrock which he used to 
explain the Trinity. The 
words on the scroll he holds 
in his left hand read: "I arise 
today through a mighty 
strength, the invocation of 
the Trinity." [ 



 

      /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ά¢ƘŜ ²ŜŀǊƛƴΩ hΩ ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƴέ at StΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ 
By Danielle Kistler 
 

Our annual St. Patrick's Day Dinner is planned 
for Wednesday, March 17th.  Tickets are 
only $2.50.  Jean Williams is selling tickets and 
the idea is to be sure to purchase a few 
for your friends as well then invite them to 
attend.  The more, the merrier! 
 
As part of the festivities following the potluck 
supper, we hold a raffle of donated door prizes. 
We need your contributions for the annual St. 
Patrick's Raffle.  Mary Turner or Gaye Flack will 
take any items you want to donate off your 
hands or simply bring your donations to church 
and place them in the church kitchen.  

Traditionally, these door prizes are very 
creative, often have an Irish theme, and are 
very popular.  
 
There has even been a guest leprechaun in 
attendance in recent years! 
 
Want to help with the planning and execution 
of the event?  Bakers, servers, set 
up and tear down teams are needed.   
 
Look for more announcements to sign up in 
the weeks ahead. [ 
  

 

New Fellowship Hall Artwork & Anglican Province Sign Are Installed 

                          

Take a close look at the new artwork on the east 

wall of the Fellowship Hall. The inscription, from 

Psalm 96, reads, ”Honor and Majesty are before 

them; Strength and Beauty are in His 

Sanctuary.” 

Outdoors, on the lower left panel of the St. 

Stephen’s lighted sign, is a new panel 

designating our church as part of the Anglican 

Church of North America. 

Yes, that’s snow falling in Montrose!



 
 
From the Kitchen Table 
By Myrtle Hogue 

 
Finally, finally, finally! We had ÓÎÏ×Ȧ #ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ 

tell how much, but it was wet, wet, wet! I 

ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÙÏÕȟ ÂÕÔ ÏÕÒ 

trees were in need of a drink! The Fosbergs 

and Hogues have many deer browsing on 

their acres. Zeke the Goat gets on his 

ȰÍÏÕÎÔÁÉÎȱ ÏÆ ÌÏÇÓ ÁÎÄ ËÅÅÐÓ Á ÃÌÏse eye on 

them.  

The Shrove Tuesday pancake supper was 

great fun with All Saints Anglican Church 

hosting the event this year. It was great to 

visit with our All Saints friends. They are 

blessed to be able to lease the old Church of 

Christ building. That building had no 

decorations of accoutrements remotely 

resembling an Anglican church, so they are 

slowly getting the furnishings they need. We 

ɉÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÓÔ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ 3ÔȢ 3ÔÅÐÈÅÎȭÓɊ ÃÁÎ 

ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ÒÅÌÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ ȰÓÔÁÒÔ-ÕÐȱ ÔÉÍÅÓȟ ÂÕÔ 

look at our sanctuary now! It takes a lot of 

work and a ton of faith. 

At the Ash Wednesday service, Fr. Jerry 

distributed ashes to a goodly number of 

worshipers. IT was a spiritual service and 

gave us a good start on the Lenten season. 

7Å ÁÒÅ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ *ÕÌÉÅ 7ÁÈÔÏÌÁȭÓ ÈÁÐÐÙ 

face back with us. Charlie will be home later. 

!ÒÅÎȭÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÆÌÏ×ÅÒ ÖÁÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÔ×ÏÒË 

in the Fellowship Hall lovely?  They were 

purchased with Carpenter Memorial Funds 

Pictures of them will be sent to Maggie 

Carpenter. She says she misses all of us and 

hopes to see us in late spring. (She says she 

ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÉÎË ÍÕÃÈ ÏÆ -ÉÃÈÉÇÁÎ ×ÅÁÔÈÅÒɂ

that that was why she and Dick moved here in 

the first place!) 

Please remember in your prayers: our nation;  

our church;  Fr. Jerry Kistler and his family;  

Dcn. Allan and Patti Gillidette;  our 

servicemen (Steve Williams, Bill Bell, and 

Marshall Fockler)and servicewomen; our 

college kids; the Bauers; Evelyn Brown; 

Maggie Carpenter; Ladeane Durham; Grace 

Farnsworth; Josephine Fockler; Bruce Gattis; 

Myrtle Hogue; David Holmes; Ken Peterson; 

Irene Ingle; Hazel Spaven; Dick Strakbein; 

Gizelle Turley; Laura Turner; Chuck VanOver; 

Chuck Wahtola; and the Williams.  

! ÍÏÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÉÎÓÉÇÈÔ ÉÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ×ÏÒÔÈ Á ÌÉÆÅȭÓ 

experienceɂOliver Wendell Holmes, Navy admiral  

Character is doing what’s right when no one is 

looking—J. C. Watts, Jr., politician 

It’s very hard to take yourself seriously when you 

look at the world from outer space—Thomas 

Mattingly II, Apollo 16 astronaut[ 

 

bƻ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ 

Lunch in March 
 

Since there are no birthdays this month, there is 

no birthday luncheon scheduled. The lunch will 

return in April. [



What Do We Believe? 
A commentary by The Rev. Jerry Kistler, rector of St. Stephen’s Reformed Episcopal Church

Q: What do we believe about Everlasting Life? 

A: We do not confess much in the Creed, or the Catechism, or the Articles of Religion about Everlasting 

[ƛŦŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦ  
  
It is clear from Holy Scripture that Heaven will be the eternal reward for all who put their faith in Jesus 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ IŜŀǾŜƴ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜΚ aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜ tŀǳƭ ƎƛǾŜǎΥ ά9ȅŜ Ƙŀǎ 
not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those 
ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜ IƛƳέ όм /ƻǊΦ нΥфύΦ  However, I may venture to say a little more.  
  
Many Christians share at least two basic misconceptions about Heaven. The first is that Heaven will be a 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ άǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭέ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ hǊΣ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ IŜŀǾŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ a place of pure spirit, where the 
physical has been done away with. But this is the very opposite of the biblical view of Heaven. Heaven is 
going to be so physical a place that we will have to have resurrected and glorified bodiesτbodies like 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ƻǿƴ ōƻdyτto be able to fully participate in it and enjoy it. By His resurrection and ascension 
Jesus brought the physical realm into Heaven as the first phase, so to speak, of the perfect reunion of 
IŜŀǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǊǘƘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŜƴǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻǳǊ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ Řǿelling-place.  
  
But a second misconception is that Heaven will be a completely static realityτone eternal moment. No 
change. No possibility of development or growth. That, again, does not seem to be the biblical view. 
Eternal Life will be the eternal contemplation of God. But because we will forever remain finite, and God 
ƛƴŦƛƴƛǘŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭΣ ŀǎ tŜǘŜǊ YǊŜŜŦǘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ōŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ άǘƘŜ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎƭȅ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǘŀǎƪ ƻŦ 
ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎΣ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜǘǎ ƻŦΧ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŜȄƘŀǳǎǘƛōƭŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ is as we pray in the 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ōƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ŘŜǇŀǊǘŜŘΥ άōŜǎŜŜŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜŜ ǘƻ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘȅ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦέ   
  
.ǳǘΣ ά9ȅŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƴΣ ƴƻǊ ŜŀǊ ƘŜŀǊŘΣ ƴƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘe heat of man the things which God has 
prepared for those wƘƻ ƭƻǾŜ IƛƳΦέ [ 
 

 ! ά²ƛǎƘ [ƛǎǘέ ŦƻǊ LǘŜƳǎ ǘƻ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ !ǳƎƳŜƴǘ our ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ? 

Did you know that our church has a wish list?  

{ǳǇǇƻǎŜ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƻ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎτhow would you know what would 

ōŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΚ 

Fr. Jerry has a list of items covering a wide range of functions, styles and costs that would 

augment the religious life of our church family. Examples are altar frontals, new pew cushion 

upholstery, and updated lighting and sound equipment for the sanctuary.  

Please feel free to ask to see the listing. Fr. Jerry has the illustrated listing in his office. 

   



March Schedules 
[hw5Ω{ 5!¸ w9!5LbD{ 

 

Third Sunday in Lent 

March 7 

OT Lesson:  Deut. 6:1-9, 20-25  

Psalm:   130 

Epistle:   Ephesians 5:1-14 

Gospel:   St. Luke 11:14-28 

 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 14 

OT Lesson:  Ezekiel 39:21-29 

Psalm:   18:1-20 

Epistle:   Galatians 4:21-31 

Gospel   St. John 6:1-14 

 

Fifth Sunday in Lent/Passion Sunday 

March 21 

OT Lesson:  Isaiah 1:10-20 

Psalm:  51 

Epistle:  Hebrews 9:11-15 

Gospel:  St. John 8:46-59 

 

Sixth Sunday in Lent/Palm Sunday 

March 28 

OT Lesson:   Zechariah 9:9-12 

Psalm:    24 

Epistle:   Philippians 2:5-11 

Gospel:   St. Matthew 27:1-54 

 

 A Bit of Lenten Levity 

An Anglican offered to paint the outside walls of the 

village church. Half way through the job, the paint was 

running out and he filled up with paint thinner. Again the 

paint ran out and he did the same. Overnight there was a rain 

storm. On Sunday morning the people complained he had 

done a crummy job. 

He was very upset and looked up to heaven. "What 

shall I do, they are all mad with me?"  

A voice came from heaven. "Repaint, and thin no 

more." 

 

[hw5Ω{ 5!¸ {9w±L/9 t!w¢L/Lt!b¢{ 

 

Third Sunday in Lent 

March 7 

Greeters: Dick & Nancy Strakbein 
Lector: Nancy Strakbein 
Acolyte: Nstslie & Wills  
Closer: Linda Houde 
 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 14 

Greeters: Ty, Aime, William & 
Dori Schmidt 
Lector: Julie Wahtola 
Acolyte: Ava & Samantha 
Closer: Alice Vest 
 
Fifth Sunday in Lent/Passion 

Sunday 

March 21 

Greeters: Ken & Gay Flack 
Lector: Nick Hoppner 
Acolyte: Natalie & Chandler  
Closer: Ken Flack  

 
Sixth Sunday in Lent/Palm 

Sunday 

March 28 

Greeters: Mike & Jean Williams 
Lector: Patti Gillidette 
Acolyte: Wills & Ava  
Closer: Shawn Heaton 
 
NOTE TO ACOLYTES 
If the appointed acolyte cannot 
serve on the Sunday he or she is 
scheduled, please exchange 
dates with another acolyte, then 
let Deacon Alan (209-1333) or 
Father Jerry (249-4868) know 
about the change. 
Thanks so much for your 
serviceτit is greatly appreciated 
by our whole congregation! 
 



The Silver Tea: a Simply Elegant Success 

        
 

 
 
By Danielle Kistler  

 

On the afternoon of December 29th, the ladies 
of St. Stephens hosted their first Silver Tea at 
the home of Gloria and Donald Bauer.   
 
Over 20 ladies attended this festive event and 
more than $1200 was raised to support the 
ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
  
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƭƻǊƛŀ .ŀǳŜǊΣ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ǘŜŀ ǿŀǎ 
modeled after the annual Silver Tea at St. 
aŀǊȅΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇal Church in Parkridge, Illinois.   
  
The Bauer home was decorated entirely in silver 
and white.  The focal point of the decorations 

was a hand carved and hand tinted wooden 
crèche set from Germany.   
  
In typical St StephenΩs fashion, the ladies 
indulged their taste buds with coconut petit 
fours, Mexican wedding cakes, handmade 
mints, shortbread cookies and traditional tea 
sandwiches.  Tea and champagne punch were 
also served. 
  
Thank you to the Bauers for opening their home 
for this event, the organizational committee for 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
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